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Leviticus 16 The atonement and the worship in the sanctuary

So far in the book of Leviticus, all activities or offerings presented by God’s people are limited outside
the tent of meeting. Their fellowship with God and worship life stays only in the court. God has not
permitted them to enter the tent of meeting or even the sanctuary. Besides, God shows His people how
easy a man can become unclean, or abominable in God’s sight, even the chosen priests can sin against
God so easily and get slaughtered by His righteousness. But thank God in this Chapter, a breakthrough of
the worship is revealed by God himself, which is the worship in the tent of meeting and sanctuary. Not
only so, God reveals to His people that those chosen by God are always His dwelling place in spite of
their uncleanness as long as the atonement is made.

Several Points:

- God uses Aeron and his garments to inspire his people two aspects of a truth:

A.On one hand, Aeron typifies that there is a perfect one (not Aeron at all), and the only one who is
qualified to enter the sanctuary, to make atonement for his people. This is the only one worthy to
minister and worship in the sanctuary.

B. But on the other hand, except that particular one, everybody else (including the high priest Aeron) is
weak, feeble, and need the atonement all the time as well.

- There shall be no man in the tent of meeting when Aeron goes in to make atonement.

A. The true merciful high priest Christ is the only one qualified to make atonement for the sinners.

B. With the blood, God opened the way for the high priest to draw near him with prayer (the meaning of
the smoke).

C. The worship in the sanctuary is a very personal inner life with close fellowship to God.

- There is always the smoke of frank incense

- The atonement is required for everything (where sinners are involved), the priest, the people, the altar, or
the tent of meeting to become appropriate and acceptable to God.

- The two aspects of the atonement (two goats):

A. To meet the righteousness of God, so that He is glorified in Christ (the first goat).

B. The sins are totally purged and forgotten. (the goat of Azazel)

Sections:

1. Reasons and Preparation for the Annual Atonement (v1-10)

- When Did it begin? After the death of Aeron’s two sons

- Come not into the sanctuary inside the veil, that ye die not, God will appear in the cloud upon the mercy
seat

Aeron shall come into the sanctuary in this manner,

= with a young bullock and a ram for sin-offering and burnt-offering respectively,

= bathe his flesh and put on the holy garments

= Two goats for sin-offering of people, one ram for burnt-offering

= By casting lot, one goat for Jehovah, and the other for Azazel. The Azazel shall be set alive to make

atonement and sent to the wilderness.

2. Present the sin-offering: for Aeron, and his house, for the sanctuary and tent of meeting, and for the
people (v11- 20)
Bullock for Aeron, goat for the people, the burning coal, the fragrant incense,
Inside the veil, the cloud of the incense
Sprinkle the blood of the bullock with his finger upon the front of the mercy-seat eastward, 7 times



- Make atonement for the sanctuary and the tent of meeting and for the altar, from the uncleanness of the
children of Israel, and from their transgressions in all their sins (v16-19)

3. The goat of Azazel (v20-v28)

- Lay both his hands on the head of the living goat, Confess over it al the iniquity and transgressions

- Send him away to the wilderness by the hand of a man ready

- Aeron goes into the tent of meeting, put off the linen garments, Bathe his flesh with water, Put on his
garments, and go forth offering burnt-offering for himself and for the people

He that let go the goat for Azazel shall wash his clothes, and bathe his flesh, and may come into the
camp afterwards

Burn the skin, flesh, dung, outside the camp.

He that burn them shall wash the clothes and bathe his flesh, then may come into the camp.

4. The Everlasting statue (V29-34)

- This is an everlasting statute (mentioned 3 times),

- On the tenth days, the seventh month, once a year

- Shall afflict your soul, and do no work at all

- The atonement shall be made for everyone, and to cleanse you from all sin



