Leviticus 23 Seven Feasts

In this chapter, God gave seven feasts to his people. God’s love and mercy
are revealed in these feasts because again God is love. God wants his people to rest
and really rejoice. This is why God begins with the Sabbath before giving the seven
feasts. From the beginning to chapter 22 of the Leviticus, God gives the law of the
offering, the law regarding all aspects of the daily life and worshipping life of his
people. They are very rigorous, tedious, repetitive, and overwhelming in details.
But in this chapter God seems to change his focus completely, and talks about His
feasts. It would feel like the people are being given a break. Here God talks about
enjoyment, rest, peace, and celebration. It seems that God is giving a hint to his
people about the true purpose of those laws. God wants his people not to miss the
point (or the purpose) of those laws. Today to God’s people of the New Testament,
these seven feasts may help us learn and experience the reality of grace of God in
Christ from seven perspectives.

Several key points:

1. Holy Convocation: In many of the feasts, God mentions convocation. God’s
people need to gather for the feast. The substance of enjoyment and rest in feast
IS more in corporate, than individual.

2. No manner of servile work: Although labor and sweat are the outcomes of the
sin, God wants his people to return to the divine rest he predestines after giving
them the salvation.

3. Offering: The sacrifice has to be always in every aspect of the life of the people
of God, even in the time of enjoyment and rest.

4. The everlasting statute: Our God is the God who was, who is and who is to come.
He has predestined his people to rejoice and to rest in his salvation. Nothing can
change his purpose. No one can shake his determination. What a blessed
assurance this is, the “everlasting feasts”.

. The Passover
. The feast of unleavened bread
. The feast of the First Fruit

. The feast of Pentecost

. The feast of trumpet
. The Atonement day
. The feast of the booth
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